
The Snyderian Truisms 
 

A truism, according to one dictionary definition, is an undoubted or self-evident truth, especially one 
too obvious for mention. Another dictionary says it this way: a truism is a statement that is so obviously 
true that it is almost not worth saying. Yet we need to mention them, to say them out loud, particularly 
in our day. Throughout my career as a historian, I have thought about which self-evident truths might 
apply to my life and teaching. I’ve come up with a list of what I refer to as Snyderian Truisms. It’s my 
list and others may have other truisms, but I offer mine for consideration.           ~ Dr. K. Alan Snyder 



2 
 

   

  

    

   



3 
 

 

  

 

 

 



4 
 

 

 



5 
 

  


